Millen Community Outreach Meeting Minutes

February 26, 2009

Re:  Progress Update and Redevelopment Suggestions for SOC Station
Ms. Joselyn Harriger provided an update on the City’s BF program progress (see attached Powerpoint presentation).  Of note, Clay indicated that a 40 ft easement would be required across the storm drain on the eastern portion of the SOC Station.  
The meeting was then opened for discussion of redevelopment suggestions for the SOC Station. 
Art Johnson (Downtown Development Authority) suggested that the location would be a good area for a sandwich shop.

Linda Grijalva (RDC) added that a small greenspace could be utilized over the storm drain easement.  

Evelyn Walraven (daughter of former owner, donating property to city) would like to see a memorial to Leon Aycock of some kind, such as the preservation of a marble plaque which is located between the two gasoline dispensers.
Ms. Johnson also recommended that the SOC sign be refurbished and saved.

Lamar Faircloth (City Administrator) suggested that a small office building to house the Downtown Development Authority would be useful.  

King Rocker (City Mayor) mentioned that the property owner south of the site would be willing to lease/sell the land to the City if it is needed for parking.  Mayor Rocker also mentioned that a mural on the commercial building brick wall south of the site would be nice.  

Ms. Grijalva mentioned that an RBEG (grant for funding) could be utilized to create a parking lot on the property south of the SOC Station.  

Mr. Bruce Hickman began drawing sketches of what the future site use could be.  The group first agreed upon greenspace/park area over the storm drain easement.  They then agreed upon a small building, with retail or office space.  As an alternative or interim option, the half with the building was then modified into parking spaces.  

Ms. Grijalva suggested that a Microbusiness Enterprise grant could be used to provide computers and software to assist city residents in opening businesses.  This program could be housed in the office space. 

The use of additional parking space southwest of the property was discussed, and could be included into an RBEG grant.  Mayor Rocker wanted to know if the City had to own the property in order to get the RBEG grant for parking.  Ms. Grijalva said she was unsure, but would find out.  

Clay (City of Millen) mentioned that the SOC sign may be able to stay in place, and the marble plaque could be moved to near the sign.   

The group discussed the possible components of the green space, which included sidewalk, fountain, tables for a possible sandwich shop, monument recognizing the Aycock Family or even denoting the location “Aycock Corner”.  It was also discussed that the greenspace would be nice for the tourists who come to see the historic courthouse.  They would have a nice viewing place.  
Mrs. Walraven thought that it would be good to have a revenue producing property, instead of parking and greenspace only.  

Mr. Hickman asked if there is funding available to create greenspace as an interim solution in case the office building does not get constructed immediately.

Ms. Grijalva indicated there could be, and she would look into it.  

Mayor Rocker thought the City or County could provide some funds to construct an office building if they were to occupy a portion of it.  Mrs. Walraven asked if the city or county needed more office space; to which the Mayor responded that they do.  

Mayor Rocker thought they may be able to use prison labor to help construct the office building, or in planting greenspace.  

The group discussed possible architectural features.  Mayor Rocker wanted a unique design, and Brian Banks suggested that the architecture from the court house be repeated, or used as inspiration.  Mayor Rocker thought a large front porch would also be nice.  

Mayor Rocker said Mr. Rick Toule had previously done artists renderings for the City and would be able to create designs which went with the City’s existing master plan.  Mayor Rocker said he would contact Mr. Toule. 

